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Honorable Bella Abzug, Chairwoman
Subcommittee on Individual Rights
Committee on Government Operations
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515
Dear Madame Chalrwoman:
This is iﬁ.}esponse to your letter déted 27 January
1976 requesting information concerning the relationship
or contacts of the Central Intelligence Agency with Airlie
Foundation or Airlie House Comference Center, Warrenton, Va.
As you undoubtedly are aware, the Airlie Foundation
at Warrenton, Va. provides facilities for conferences
sponsored by, among'others, agencies of the Federal
Government and private organizations. The CIA and its
employees have been extended invitations by sponsors to
attend conferenees.’ The CIA, however, has never been a
sponsor of a conference held.at the Warremton faciiity
nor at any facility of Airlie Foundation in the United States
or elsewhere.
In view of the absence of any direct relationship of
CIA with Airlie Foundation or Airlie House Conference_Center
or with any of their officers or personnel, we trust that this

response satisfies the purpose of your imguiry.

Sincerely,

George Bush
Director
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the %eqfﬁzgin§§§§§1;if§12§tiﬁg of %qe relationship or contacts of

= ==nce Ageacy (or any other elemznt of th e
States imtelligence o mmunlt,) with Airli: Foundation or Alilgglt =

House Camnife
_ aterence Cemztar, each of Warrenton, Virginia, or w1th any

of thGI“ officers, gmersonnel, activities or programs. -

- Em@loyees‘df the Central Intelligence Agency have
by invitation attemded conferences held at the Airlie House
Conferemce Center & Warrenton, Va. spcnsored by other
governmemil agencies or private organlzatlons The invitations
were made solely by the sponsors to the CIA or dlrectly
personakiy to CIA employees. There has been no direct
relatiomship or camtact of the CIA with Airlie Fbundation,
ihe Conference Cemter OT personnel.

Im regard te your request as to the nature and extent

of the E%Eatlonshﬁf or contacts of any other element of

the U.S. fintelligemce communlty with the Alrlle Foundation

and its Tonference Center,(ﬁf would rather that] you contact

these aw@nC1es directly. - L§~4
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_ 2) Whether the €IA or any of its personnel has had any contacts
‘ﬂﬂ},.ﬂz‘ been presemt at the Airlie House Conference 'Centérv or 1its
activities, or has kad contacts with its officers or personnel. If
so, sgzﬁaaxdvm was prresent on each and every such occasion, the date
and tnaeﬁthe'aﬁﬁngqs;y occurred, the nature of the activity and the
nature of any comtact or communication. .
The invitationé to the CIA and its employees to
attend conferences held at the Airlie Foundation have come from
the sponsors of the conferences and not from any officers or
pefsonnel of the Airlie Foundation. There has been no official
contact with the Foundation officials or personnel other than
casual contact with the Conference Center service personnel
who provide meals and lodging.
Most imvitations to CIA employees have been personal
and informal, particularly those conferences sponsored
by the Department of State. Formal invitations to CIA
to send CIA.representatives were sent and accepted for the
"Cénference of Ethics Counselors' held 24-25 November 1975,
sponsored Ey the Cifil Service Commission and the '"Population
Analysis Cenference" sponsored by the Agency for International
Development which ran for three days.in March and May 1971.
Dr. Murdock Head, founder of the Airlie Foundétion is
prominent im medical professional ciréles gnd certain of our
medical personmel have had casual social contact with Dr. Head
at meetings of profession medical organizations. Also, a
CIA employee is a social acqﬁaintance of John Berne, a former

officer of the Airlie Foundation. The CIA employee.several
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years ago was involved in developing a course for senior

CIA officials and informally discussed with Mr. Berne,

‘then a Foundation official, the possibility of utilizing

the facilities of the Airlie Foundation at Warrenton, Va.
The Foundation was not selected and was not approached for-

mally.

kd
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. 3) %‘Ehet}}er any TIA funds have been used, directly or indirectly, -

y or fixr.Alylie House Conference Center, Airlie Foundation, or any

of their officers or employees or by any persons attending their con-
feregces, either im the United States or elsewhere, including Latin
Amerlca.ﬁ%lf s0, state what funds have been so expended and the specific
‘purpose or purposes for which they were expended.

P

No CIA funds have ever been expended directly

or indirectly for any of the purposes indicated either in

tne U.S. or elsewhere. Payment of any fees charged were made

to the sponsor.
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4) Eﬁgﬂjgfr the LIA, directly or indirectly, through the Agency for
InternaTional Tevelopment, any other government agency, or otherwise,
has made any oommewrs, suggestions or recommendations regarding the
activities or programs of Airlie Foundation or Airlie House Conference
Center, their officers, or their personnel. If so,-state what comments,

: suggestions or reccmmendations were made, by whom they were made, how
" and to whom they were transmitted, and what responses were received to

them. o :

] ) Agency emnlovees have commented concerning conferenéeél
that they attended. In most instances informal invitations
are passed om to Agency associates and to the sponsors who
extended the invitation. No CIA attendees and as far as can

“be determined, no other CIA personnel have submitted any comments,

suggestions or recommendations directly to the Airlie Foundation
or its Centewxw or amy of its officers or personnel. Nor was

any CIA evalmation given to sponsors intended by CIA to be

passed on te the Airlie Foundation, though it was possible

that this was done.

-
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5} Whetker the CIA has obtained any information at any time regard-
ing what was said, transpired or took place at the Airlie House Conference
Center.or at any other place or activity sponsored by such Conference
Center or by the Airlie Toundaticn, including but not limited to places
and activit®ss in or coocerning latin America pursuant to contracts

' @ith.ths‘agaﬁmy'fbﬂ'Inteznational Development. If so, supply such

information =nd state how it was obtained,. the reason it was obtained,
and a1l use= 1o whkich It was put.
0f wourse, Ci& émployees discussed the subject of the
conferemses that they attended with their Agency associates
and undowmbtedly wi.twhers having an interest in the éubjéct.
Alse, CIA empl?oyees“,fwould have discussed the subject matter
of 2 conference with those who attended when the subject was

of interest to the CIA employees.
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ey e Congress of the United States r————
1Bouse of Representatives ~50,
GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 4
SUBCOMMITTEE 4 /
OF THE K"L C 740062%

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

RAYBURN HousEe OFFIcE BUILDING, Room B-349-B-C
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

January 27, 1976

Mr. William E. Colby
Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Colby:

This subcommittee, which has jurisdiction over government informa-
tion matters generally, is considering the degree to which and the
manner in which government agencies (by contract or otherwise) receive
information from certain private entities. Accordingly, we would
appreciate your providing us with the following information:

1) The nature and extent of the relationship or contacts of
the Central Intelligence Agency (or any other element of the United
States intelligence community) with Airlie Foundation or Airlie
House Conference Center, each of Warrenton, Virginia, or with any
of their officers, personnel, activities or programs.

2) Whether the CIA or any of its personnel has had any contacts
with, or been present at the Airlie House Conference Center or its
activities, or has had contacts with its officers or personnel. If
so, state who was present on each and every such occasion, the date
and time the activity occurred, the nature of the activity and the
nature of any contact or communication.

3) Whether any CIA funds have been used, directly or indirectly,
by or for Airlie House Conference Center, Airlie Foundation, or any
of their officers or employees or by any persons attending their con-
ferences, either in the United States or elsewhere, including Latin
America. If so, state what funds have been so expended and the specific
purpose or purposes for which they were expended.

4) Whether the CIA, directly or indirectly, through the Agency for
International Development any other government agency, or otherwise,
has made any comments, suggestions or recommendations regarding the
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1 ‘< Mr. William E. Colby
January 23, 1976 Page 2

activities or programs of Airlie Foundation or Airlie House Conference
Center, their officers, or their persomnel. If so, state what comments,
suggestions or recommendations were made, by whom they were made, how
and to whom they were transmitted, and what responses were received to
them.

5) Whether the CIA has obtained any information at any time regard-
ing what was said, transpired or took place at the Airlie House Conference
Center or at any other place or activity sponsored by such Conference
Center or by the Airlie Foundation, including but not limited to places
and activities in or concerning Latin America pursuant to contracts
with the Agency for International Development. If so, supply such
information and state how it was obtained, the reason it was obtained,
and all uses to which it was put.

Please supply the subcommittee with all documents relevant to the
above matters. We would appreciate receiving your reply and such
documents within ten days.

Sincerely,

BELLA S. "ABZUG
Chairwoman

Approved For Release 2004/10/12 : CIA-RDP78M02660R000300010045-6
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